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WESTMEATH COUNTY COUNCIL

24 October 2025

Cathaoirleach and Each Member of Westmeath County Council

Westmeath County Council Local Authority Development - File Ref. LA(A)-6 2025

Active Travel Scheme — Creggan to Town Centre (Active Travel), Athlone

Provision of: a 2.3m wide two-way segregated cycle track one side of the carriageway, or
2.0m wide one-way segregated cycle track on both sides of the carriageway, reducing in
places where constraints exist; 2.0m wide footpaths on both sides of the carriageway,
reducing in places where constraints exist; reduction in road carriageway widths (typically
3m wide lanes); junction realignments and the introduction of raised crossings on side roads
to prioritise pedestrian movements; straight through cycle lane/track crossings on side road
junctions to prioritise cyclists movements; signalised crossings for pedestrians and cyclists;
upgrading of the Ankers Bower Roundabout, Willow Park Roundabout and Wash House
Turn Roundabout to compact roundabouts with provisions for pedestrians and cyclists;
signalised junctions at the existing IDA Business Park Junction and Athlone Business Park
Junction; and landscaping at R446 Old Dublin Road, from the Ankers Bower Roundabout
(R446 / MacDiarmada Road junction) and terminating just west of the Creggan Roundabout
(R446 / N62 junction), approximately 2.7km long.

Dear Cathaoirleach and Members,

This Planning Report has been prepared in Accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and
Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations
2001 (as amended).

Project Background

Westmeath County Council (WCC) is progressing improvements to cycling and
pedestrian infrastructure along a series of roads within Athlone, Co. Westmeath, comprising
approximately 15 kilometres of active travel routes. The submitted documentation states that
these works have been
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subdivided into six individual sub-routes, each at varying stages of design and development, as
illustrated in Figure 1 below.
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Figure 1 Location of proposed Active Travel routes in Athlone currently being designed

The subject Part 8 application relates specifically to Route B (indicated yellow), which is described as
commencing west of the Ankers Bower Roundabout and terminating just west of the Creggan
Roundabout (R446/N62). The proposed development comprises the provision of cycleway and
footpath infrastructure over a length of approximately 2.7 kilometres.

The documentation further indicates that the purpose of the scheme is to enhance safety,
connectivity, and accessibility for pedestrians and cyclists, in support of a modal shift towards more
sustainable transport modes and improved integration with the wider active travel network in
Athlone.

Section 1

1.1. Site Overview

The development works proposed are sited along old Dublin Road being a regional road (R446). The
site is located to the east and southeast side of the town core in the townlands of Ankers Bower,
Athlone, Bunnavally, Cartrontroy, Creggan Upper, Garrycastle, Kilmacaugh, Loughandonnig and
Magheranerla. The works proposed extend along both the northern and southern sides of Old Dublin
Road.

The route is approximately 2.7km in length. The extent of the proposal is shown in figure 2 below.
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Figure 2 Location map of proposal extents along Old Dublin Road

1.2. Advertising and Referrals

A public notice in respect of this Part 8 was placed in the Westmeath Independent and a site notice
was also erected on the subject lands in accordance with legislative requirements. The application was
referred to the following prescribed bodies and internal sections in Westmeath County Council:

Referrals: Response Received

External Bodies

Development Applications Unit (Natural & Built Heritage) Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht

An Taisce

The Arts Council

The Heritage Council

Waterways Ireland

Inland Fisheries Ireland

Failte Ireland
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larnréd Eireann

Railway Safety Commission

Bord Gais

Tl

L L <L | <

Uisce Eireann

Internal Sections

MAMD District Engineer

Conservation Architect

Environment Section v

NRDO - Project Office v

Road Design

1.3. Consultation Process

This Part 8 was placed on public display during the period 21 July 2025 to 18 August 2025 (both dates
inclusive) at the following locations:

e Consultation portal http://consult.westmeathcoco.ie/en

e Aras an Chontae, Mount Street, Mullingar; and
e Civic Centre, Church Street, Athlone, N37 DNO2

Submissions were invited from the public up to and including 1 September (dates inclusive).

1.4. Description and extent of the development proposed

The proposed scheme provides segregated cycle tracks on both sides of the road, with two-way cycle
tracks along the northern side where appropriate, alongside standard footpaths. In areas where road
width is constrained, shared active travel paths are proposed, particularly at roundabouts. Key
features of the scheme are outlined by chainage sections below.

Chainage 1+100 to 1+150 — Ankers Bower Roundabout

The existing Ankers Bower Roundabout is proposed to be modified to a compact roundabout while
retaining the majority of its features, including the central island. Raised table crossings is proposed
to be provided on each arm as follows:

e Eastern and Southern arms: Combined zebra crossings, 4.0 m wide, to cater for both cycle and
pedestrian movement, with a traffic island of minimum 2.5 m width to allow connectivity to
potential future cycle facilities on MacDiarmada Road (Golden Island).

e Western arm: Raised table with a zebra crossing, 2.4 m wide, to cater for pedestrian
movement. A pedestrian island is proposed between the one-way cycle track and the
carriageway to form a two-stage zebra crossing.

The standard one-way cycle track will continue through the roundabout on the northern side. Due to
constrained widths, it is indicated that certain sections around the roundabout will be converted to
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shared paths with a minimum width of 3.0 m. entry lanes from MacDiarmada Road and East
Castlemaine Street will be reduced to single entry.

Chainage 1+150 to 1+760

This section is proposed to provide a standard two-way cycle track (minimum 2.3 m) on the northern
side, alongside segregated footpaths (minimum 1.8 m) on both sides of the carriageway. Minor side-
road junctions are proposed to be provided with raised table uncontrolled crossings, with stop lines
set back in advance of the raised tables.

Key features include:

e Raised signalised pedestrian crossings at chainages 1+310, 1+550, and 1+750.

e Bus stops: The existing eastbound bus stop (Castlemaine Street — 500201) will be relocated
just before the McCormack Centre parking access. A new westbound bus stop is proposed
near chainage 1+360.

e Traffic lanes and parking: Traffic lanes will be 3.0 m wide per lane. Existing northern parking
(2.1 m wide) will be reduced from approximately 128 m to 52 m to accommodate the scheme.
Southern parking bays (approximately 115 m total) will be removed to facilitate active travel
measures.

e land take: Required from chainage 1+610 to 1+770 along the frontages of private residences
on the northern side, with a maximum width of 1.4 m measured from the back of the existing
footpath.

Chainage 1+760 to 2+040 — Railway Overbridge

A standard two-way cycle track is proposed similar to the previous section. Due to constrained road
width over the bridge, the southern footpath is proposed to be removed, and cycle track and footpath
widths are proposed below the minimums of 2.3 m and 1.8 m, respectively, as outlined in the Cycle
Design Manual.

Design proposals over the overbridge will also require agreement with larnréd Eireann.

Chainage 2+040 to 2+800

A standard two-way cycle track (minimum 2.3 m) is proposed to be provided with segregated
footpaths (minimum 1.8 m) on both sides. Minor side-road junctions will feature raised table
uncontrolled crossings with stop lines set back.

Other features include:

e Bus stops: Existing bus stops for TUS / Athlone IT at chainage 2+720 will be retained with
upgraded infrastructure. The existing unmarked bus stand at chainage 2+230 to be retained
and assessed in the detailed design stage.

e Raised signalised pedestrian crossings: Proposed at chainages 2+205, 2+475, and 2+590.

e Parking: Bays between chainage 2+660 and 2+750 to be retained.
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Land take: Required at chainages 2+270, 2+420, and 2+450, affecting front gardens and driveways of
private residences.

Chainage 2+800 to 2+870 — Willow Park Roundabout

The existing Willow Park Roundabout is proposed to be modified to a compact roundabout while
retaining the majority of its features. The central island is proposed to be altered to provide an overrun
area. Raised table crossings to be provided on each arm:

e Northern and Southern arms: Combined zebra crossings, 4.0 m wide, to cater for both cycle
and pedestrian movement.

e Eastern and Western arms: Segregated priority crossings, 4.0 m wide, for both cycle and
pedestrian movement.

Combined zebra crossings are proposed on the northern and southern arms to minimise land
acquisition requirements.

The roundabout will connect to a standard two-way cycle track on the northern side from the western
arm, transitioning to a one-way cycle track from the eastern arm.

Chainage 2+870 to 3+030
A standard one-way cycle track (minimum 1.7 m) with footpaths (minimum 1.9 m) is proposed
between Willow Park Roundabout and Wash House Turn Roundabout. Traffic lanes to be 3.0 m wide.

Chainage 3+030 to 3+080 — Wash House Turn Roundabout
The existing Wash House Turn Roundabout is proposed to be modified to a compact roundabout with
an overrun area on the central island. Raised table crossings are proposed on each arm:

e Southern arm: Combined zebra crossing, 4.0 m wide, for cycle and pedestrian movement.
e Northern, Eastern, and Western arms: Segregated priority crossings, 4.0 m wide.

Combined zebra crossings on the southern arm are proposed to minimise land acquisition. The
roundabout is proposed to connect to standard one-way cycle tracks on the western and eastern arms.

Chainage 3+080 to 3+792
A standard one-way cycle track (2.0 m) with footpaths (minimum 1.8 m) is proposed to be provided
along both sides of 3.0 m traffic lanes.

Key features:

e Minor side-road junctions: Raised table uncontrolled crossings with stop lines set back.

e Major junctions:

- Chainage 3+360: Upgraded to a Protected T-Junction for safer access to the IDA Business
& Technology Park.
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1.6.

- Athlone Business Park junction: Upgraded to a Protected Junction with full signal control.
Signal linkage with the IDA junction will be reviewed in Phase 5.

Bus stops:

- TUS bus stops at chainage 3+150 retained with upgrades.

- Athlone Business Park bus stops relocated from 3+410 to 3+530 with upgraded facilities.

- Kilmartin Centre bus stop at 3+690 retained with new bus island.

Parking/loading bays: Retained at chainages 3+500 and 3+710; removed at 3+580 due to

cross-sectional constraints.

Raised signalised pedestrian crossing: Proposed at chainage 3+760 to provide safe pedestrian

crossing and slow vehicle approach to the roundabout, where cyclists merge with traffic.

Documentation Included with Part 8 Proposal

Newspaper Notice/Site Notice

Planning Statement

Appropriate Assessment Screening Report

Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Report

Site Location Map

Existing Road Layout (6 no. sheets)

General Arrangement: site layout encompassing project proposal and associated indicative
details (15 no. Sheets).

Relevant Planning History

There are numerous applications for planning permission adjacent to the site including residential and

commercial developments, they key permissions are as follows:

Plan Ref: 23/60143 Conditional permission granted for a development at Dublin Road,

Bunnavally, Athlone, involving the demolition of an existing nightclub, an
external shed, and part of a public house, along with internal and external
alterations to the remaining public house. The scheme includes the
construction of 26 apartments providing 91 student units across five blocks of
two and three storeys, with supporting bin and bicycle stores, car parking,
landscaping, new boundary treatments, and connections to public water and
foul services, together with all associated site works

Plan Ref: 23/60015 Conditional permission granted for the construction of an extension to the

existing Bonavalley Medical Centre, Bonavalley, Dublin Road, Athlone (N37
FX53). The extension will accommodate a pharmacy ancillary to the existing
medical practice, together with all associated site works.

Plan Ref: 21/29 Conditional permission granted for the change of use of the existing

snooker/pool hall at Dalys, Old Dublin Road, Kilmacuagh, Athlone, to student
accommodation. The works include the demolition of certain external walls
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and modifications to the elevations to introduce windows for the new units.
The proposed development will provide three 4-bedroom student units—Unit
1 (126 sgm), Unit 2 (142 sqm), and Unit 3 (146 sgm)—each comprising
kitchens, dining and living areas, stores, ensuite bathrooms, and
public/private open spaces, along with all associated site works.

Plan Ref: 21/646 Conditional permission granted, following a third-party appeal to the ABP, for
a development at Brideswell Street, Dublin Road, Athlone, Co. Westmeath.
The proposed development includes:

(A) Demolition of two single-storey dwellings and one domestic garage.

(B) Construction of a four-storey block containing 20 apartments (4 one-
bedroom and 16 two-bedroom units) with a semi-basement car park
providing 19 parking spaces, amenity areas, communal open space, bicycle
parking, bin storage, and all associated site works.

(C) Construction of a separate three-storey block comprising six one-bedroom
apartments with all associated site works.

Relevant Part 8 Consents

LA(A)012021 Public Realm Enhancement works at Mardyke St, Pump Lane and Sean
Costello St., Athlone. Approval to proceed.

LA(A)012016 Church Street Enhancement. Approval to proceed.

LA(M)96 National Cycle Route.

1.7. Policy Context

1.7.1 National & Regional Policy Context

Project Ireland 2040 - Revised National Planning Framework — April 2025 (NPF)

The National Planning Framework (NPF) emphasises the importance of reducing reliance on private
cars by promoting the development of high-quality walking and cycling infrastructure. This approach
aims to support healthier, more active lifestyles and to foster more sustainable, accessible, and
liveable urban environments.

National Policy Objective 37: calls for the integration of safe, convenient, and attractive alternatives

to car travel into the design of communities. It specifically prioritises walking and cycling access in both
new and existing developments, ensuring that active travel is a viable and appealing option for people
of all ages.

National Policy Objective 93: reinforces this by promoting integrated spatial planning that supports

walking and cycling as preferred modes of transport. The objective links active travel infrastructure
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with broader goals of improving air quality and reducing exposure to pollution, recognising the role of
walking and cycling in creating healthier and more environmentally sustainable communities.

Project Ireland 2040 - National Development Plan (NDP)

The NDP emphasises the need to provide “safe alternative active travel options such as segregated
cycling and walking facilities can also help alleviate congestion and meet climate action objectives by
providing viable alternatives and connectivity with existing public transport infrastructure”. The NDP
encourage a significant “modal shift through greater levels of investment and further development of
meaningful alternatives to private car uses, such as new urban cycling and walking routes which will
provide additional sustainable travel options.”

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern and Midland Region (RSES) (2019-2031)

The RSES promotes healthy placemaking and recognises the importance of active travel measures to
bring about behavioural changes and more sustainable transport use. In this regard it is recognised
that the provision of cycleways can enhance areas, contributing to more attractive places and create
opportunities to be physically active and reduce the negative consequences of car-based commuting.

It is a Regional Policy Objective that Local authorities seek to support the planned provision of easily
accessible social, community, cultural and recreational facilities and ensure that all communities have
access to a range of facilities that meet the needs of the communities they serve (RPO 9.14).

Climate Action Plan 2025

The Climate Action Plan supports the transition to a net zero carbon society and promotes sustainable
travel through expanded walking, cycling, and public transport infrastructure. Relevant measures
include Action TR/25/7, which commits to advancing the rollout of walking and cycling infrastructure
in line with the National Cycle Network and Cycle Connects plans.

1.7.2 Local Policy Context

Westmeath County Development Plan 2021 — 2027 (WCDP)

The proposed active travel scheme in Mullingar directly supports the overarching aim of the
Westmeath County Development Plan to achieve a sustainable, integrated, and low-carbon transport
system with excellent connectivity by enhancing existing transport infrastructure to facilitate safer
and more convenient active travel.

Specifically:

e Integration of land use and transport (CPO 2.16): The proposal prioritises cycling and walking
through segregated cycle tracks, footpaths, and shared crossings, promoting active travel as
a viable mode of transport alongside public transport.

e Promotion of sustainable transport and walkable communities (CPO 7.3 & CPO 10.2): By
providing safe, accessible, and direct routes for pedestrians and cyclists, the scheme
encourages modal shift away from private cars, making everyday facilities and services within
short walking or cycling distances.
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e Enhanced transport connectivity (CPO 10.1 & CPO 10.12): The project improves access to bus
stops, key junctions, and transport interchanges, supporting multi-modal travel and providing
facilities such as cycle connections to public transport.

e Health, safety, and environmental benefits (CPO 10.11 & CPO 10.15): The development
includes safe, direct, and convenient cycle routes and footpaths, with physical separation from
vehicular traffic, enhancing the streetscape for pedestrians, cyclists, and people with reduced
mobility.

e Design standards and best practice (CPO 10.13): All cycle and pedestrian infrastructure is
proposed in line with the National Cycle Manual, the Design Manual for Urban Roads and
Streets, and international best practice, ensuring high-quality, future-proof active travel
provision.

Athlone Town Development Plan 2014-2020 (ATDP)

It is Council policy to develop walking and cycling routes in Athlone (policies P-TR2, P-WC1, P-WC2),
to provide a network of on-road and greenway pedestrian and cycle routes within the town (0-WC14),
secure vibrant streets that are permeable and well connected with appropriate pedestrian and cycle
infrastructure (P-TM7) and improve existing streets in terms of pedestrians and cyclists inter-alia (O-
T™M12).

1.8 Ecology

The proposed works are not located within any designated pNHA, NHA, SAC or SPA. It is Council policy
‘to protect, manage and enhance the natural heritage, biodiversity, landscape and environment of
Athlone, in recognition of its importance as a non-renewable resource, unique identifier and as a
natural resource asset’ (P-NH1) and ‘ require Appropriate Assessment (Habitats Directive Assessment)
and where relevant environmental assessment such as EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment), or
Ecological Appraisal for developments not directly connected with or necessary to the management of
a European site, and which are likely to have significant effects on the integrity of the site individually
or cumulatively’ (P-NH10)

The nearest European sites are the River Shannon CallowsSAC (site code:000216) and Middle Shannon
Callow SPA (site code:000216) are both located c. 460m southwest (overland) from the proposed
scheme, these Natura 2000 sites are downstream of the proposed scheme. In addition Crosswood Bog
SAC (site code:002337) is located c. 500m east of the proposed scheme.

1.9 Archaeology & Architectural Heritage

The subject lands are not situated within any archaeological zone. The nearest recorded monument
WMO029-021, a well, is sited 27m distant. The proposed development works are at a distance removed
from this monument and, if permitted, would not negatively impact on their setting.

There are no protected structures affected by this development. The closest protected structure is
Our Lady’s Bower convent building (RPS register reference: 224) located 88m from the site.

No comments on archaeology or architectural heritage were received as part of the statutory
consultation process.
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1.10 Infrastructure Design & Effective Assimilation into its Surroundings

The proposed scheme has been designed in accordance with the Design Manual for Urban Roads and
Streets (DMURS) and the Cycle Design Manual (CDM), ensuring appropriate cycle and pedestrian
widths and integration with the surrounding environment.

1.11 Road Safety & Sustainable Travel

The scheme prioritises road safety and sustainable travel in line with DMURS (2019) and the CDM. No
road safety issues have been identified in relation to this Part 8 proposal.

1.12 Flood Risk

A Stage 1 Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) was submitted with the application. The assessment reviewed
the OPW flood maps for the proposed route and confirms that the route is not at risk of fluvial flooding
from the River Shannon or its tributaries for any return period. OPW mapping indicates that the route
lies within Flood Zone C, which identifies the development as permissible in this location.

A historic risk of flooding has been identified at a northern section of the proposed route. The FRA
recommends that, prior to construction, the appointed contractor prepare a Flood Emergency Plan to
mitigate any potential flooding from the River Shannon during the construction phase. The assessment
also advises that Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) be incorporated where feasible. While the
available site works area is limited for conventional SuDS measures, existing green verge areas are
considered sufficient to meet the SuDS requirements.

The Environment Department has reviewed the revised FRA documentation and has raised no
objections.

1.13 Appropriate Assessment

Appropriate Assessment is a standard legal requirement for all plans and projects likely to have a
significant impact on European sites i.e. Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) or Special Protection
Areas (SPA). The subject lands are not designated within a European Site.

The nearest European sites are the River Shannon Callows SAC (site code:000216) and Middle Shannon
Callow SPA (site code:000216) are both located c. 460m southwest (overland) from the proposed
scheme, these Natura 2000 sites are downstream of the proposed scheme. In addition, Crosswood
Bog SAC (site code:002337) is located c. 500m east of the proposed scheme.

The proposed scheme has undergone an Appropriate Assessment screening in accordance with Article
6(3) of the Habitats Directive. Having regard to the Appropriate Assessment Screening prepared in
association with proposed development and given the nature, type, scale and location of the proposed
works within a built-up urban area, remote from any Natura 2000 site(s). It is considered that the
proposed development, including construction stage works, either in combination or alone, will not
give rise to significant adverse direct, indirect or secondary impacts on the integrity of any Natura
2000 sites having regard to their conservation objectives. It is therefore concluded that progression
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to the second stage, a full Appropriate Assessment and accompanying Natura Impact Statement are
not required.

Having considered the contents of the Screening for Appropriate Assessment report together the scale
and nature of the development, it is considered that the proposed development, will not give rise to
significant adverse direct, indirect, or secondary impacts on the integrity of any Natura 2000 site(s)
having regard to their conservation objectives. The development, individually or in combination with
another plan or project, is not likely to have a significant effect on a European site.

1.14 Environmental Impact Assessment

The development works do not fall within the scope of the infrastructure project types prescribed. In
this regard and having considered the appropriate criteria, the project is unlikely to give rise to
significant environmental impacts and an Environmental Impact Assessment Report for this
development is not required.

Section 2

2.0 Internal Section Reports and Prescribed Bodies Submissions

2.1 Internal Sections Reports Received
Environment Section

No objection is raised, subject to the prior submission and written agreement of the planning authority
for a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and a Construction and Demolition
Resource Waste Management Plan.

Matters concerning the provision of a standard construction measures, including bunded store for oils
and hydrocarbons, the implementation of dust controls with agreed monitoring locations, and
adherence to construction noise limits are typically addressed within the CEMP.

As the Flood Risk Assessment identified a historic risk of flooding in the northern section of the
proposed route and recommended the preparation of a flood emergency plan to mitigate potential
flooding from the River Shannon during construction, the Environment Section has requested that this
plan be submitted for approval prior to commencement of construction.

Westmeath National Road Office
No comment on this application.

2.2 Prescribed Bodies Reports Received

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (Tll)

Tll requests that the development has regard to the provisions of Spatial Planning and National Roads
Guidelines, that a Road Safety Audit and National Road Network Impact Assessment is carried out. Tl
note that it may be a requirement to obtain TIl approval of a Design Report.
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Chief Executive Response

The content of the submission from Tll is acknowledged.

The Council has and will continue to have regard to the provisions of the Spatial Planning and National
Roads Guidelines. A Stage F and Stage 1 Road Safety Audit has been completed. As the scheme
terminates approximately 30m from the existing roundabout junction with the N62, is located entirely
on the regional road and does not have any impact on the geometry, capacity, operation or safety of
the existing roundabout it is considered that the scheme does not require a design report for TlI
approval. Furthermore, it is considered that the proposal is appropriately designed in accordance with
DMURS and the Cycle Design Manual which is the appropriate design standard for this location.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation

It is recommended that the development should proceed as proposed.

Uisce Eireann

Notes no new water or wastewater connections are proposed and expects no adverse impact on
existing assets. Should connections be required, the applicant must enter into a Connection
Agreement and comply with Uisce Eireann’s standards and codes of practice. Building over or diverting
existing infrastructure is not permitted without prior written Confirmation of Feasibility. Compliance
with these requirements is essential to protect public water and wastewater services.

Chief Executive Response

The submission is noted. The conditions provided by Uisce Eireann are standard, and no additional
water or foul water connections are required. In line with standard practice, the developer has an
obligation to comply with Uisce Eireann’s Standard Details and Codes of Practice throughout the
development.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation

It is recommended that the development proceed as proposed.

Gas Networks Ireland

Gas Networks Ireland (GNI) has supplied a copy of its transmission network in the vicinity of the site.
GNI advises of the presence of wayleaves and that excavation permits are required in these areas.
Requests that GNI ‘Dial Before You Dig’ system is employed in these matters.

Chief Executive Response
The submission is noted. In accordance with standard practice, Westmeath County Council will liaise

with Gas Networks Ireland at detailed design stage subject to Part 8 approval.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation

It is recommended that the development should proceed as proposed.

Commission for Railway Regulation
The Commission for Railway Regulation (CRR) advises that:
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e larnréd Eireann must be notified of the project decision.

e larnréd Eireann should be consulted to prevent increased railway trespass risks during and
after construction.

e All construction works affecting railway safety must be coordinated with larnréd Eireann and
follow CRR guidelines.

e Any concerns raised by larnréd Eireann should be addressed.

e If approved, consultation with larnréd Eireann regarding road-rail interfaces on access routes
which may have increased flow or abnormal loads during the construction phase and upon
completion of the project.

Chief Executive Response

The submission from the Commission for Railway Regulation is noted and endorsed. The importance
of ongoing engagement with larnréd Eireann to ensure railway safety and compliance with CRR
requirements is acknowledged.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation

It is recommended that the proposed development proceed as outlined, subject to the developer
consulting with larnréd Eireann during the detailed design stage to ensure road-rail interfaces are
managed safely during construction and post-completion.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation following Consideration of Reports Received from Internal
Sections and Prescribed Bodies:

It is recommended that the development should proceed as proposed, subject to the following
requirements:

1. Environment

a) Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall submit, for the
written agreement of the Planning Authority, a Construction & Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP) for the construction phase. This shall provide the
environmental framework to be adhered to during the pre-commencement,
construction and operational phases of the proposed development and it shall
incorporate the mitigating principles to ensure that the work is carried out in a
way that minimizes the potential for any environmental impacts to occur. It shall
contain at minimum; introduction, site and project details including working
hours, surface/ground water protection, dust control, noise and vibration,
construction phase waste management, vermin control, roles and
responsibilities, emergency response, mitigation proposals, compliance, and
review (not exhaustive). The CEMP shall be in accordance with “Best Practice
Guidelines on the Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction and
Demolition Waste Projects” which were published by the Department of
Communications, Climate Action, and Environment in 2006. The CEMP should
identify locations for the proposed site construction facilities and traffic
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management. All development shall be carried out in accordance with the agreed
details.

b) Prior to the commencement of development, the developer shall submit, for the
written agreement of the Planning Authority, an updated Construction and
Demolition Resource Waste Management Plan (RWMP) as set out in the Best
Practice Guidelines for the Preparation of Resource and Waste Management
Plans for C&D Projects (2021) including demonstration of proposals to adhere to
best practice and protocols. The RWMP shall include specific proposals as to how
the RWMP will be measured and monitored for effectiveness; these details shall
be placed on the file and retained as part of the public record. All records
(including for waste and all resources) pursuant to the agreed RWMP shall be
made available for inspection at the site office at all times. All development shall
be carried out in accordance with agreed details.

c) Prior to the commencement of developer, the nominated contractor shall submit
a Flood Emergency Plan for the written agreement of the planning authority. This
plan shall detail measures to mitigate any potential flooding from the River
Shannon during the construction phase.

2. Commission for Railway Regulation

The developer shall consult with larnréd Eireann during the detailed design stage in relation
to road-rail interfaces on all access routes affected by construction traffic and post-
completion activities. Such consultation shall ensure that the proposed works do not
compromise the safe operation of the railway and that risks of railway trespass are not
increased either during construction or upon completion of the development.

Section 3

3.0 Public Observations/Submissions Received

8 public submissions were received during the statutory public consultation period. A synopsis of the
issues raised within these submissions and the Chief Executive’s response to same is set out in Section
3.1 below.

3.1 Summary of submissions and subsequent response from the Chief Executive to each submission
received.

Submission C120-1: Lyndsey Kelly
This submission objects moving of a front boundary wall, loss of 3 foot of driveway which is small and
difficult to turn a car in.

Chief Executive Response (Submission 1)
The content of the submission is acknowledged. In this regard it should be noted that the setting
back of property boundaries is proposed in limited circumstances in order to provide adequate width

for pedestrians, cyclists and other road users thus ensuring the scheme is safe for all users.

Page 15 of 16



Chief executive report: part 8 proposal LA(A) - 6 2025

All landowners, whose property is directly affected by this scheme, were contacted during earlier
phases of this scheme. In addition, a non-statutory public information and feedback session was
widely advertised and held in person for people to view the initial preliminary design and to
influence its design.

Landownership and CPO matters are a consideration for the next stage of the scheme.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation
Having regard to the issues raised above, it is recommended that the development should proceed as
proposed.

Submission C120-2: Midlands Counselling Clinic
The submission indicates that their existing business has 12 psychotherapists providing vital clinical
mental health support to over 220 local people every week.

Concern is raised with regard to the removal of street parking currently available to clients accessing
services, and noise disruption during construction.

Chief Executive Response (Submission 2)
The content of the submission is acknowledged. In this regard, it should be noted that the reallocation
of road space, including the removal of some on-street parking, is necessary in limited areas to

provide sufficient width for pedestrians, cyclists, and other road users, thereby ensuring the
scheme’s safety for all.

The proposal engages only with on-street parking located on the public road under the control of
Westmeath County Council at a location with significant parking provision in the vicinity. It is noted
that the property referenced under this submission has an existing car park to the rear, and a
significant extent of parking spaces will be retained under the scheme.

Westmeath County Council will also engage directly with the interested party during the next stage
of the scheme.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation
Having regard to the issues raised above, it is recommended that the development should proceed as
proposed.

Submission C120-3: Katherine McGivern

The submission expresses support for the scheme but requests the following: compensation for
the affected property; reconstruction of the boundary wall; and replacement of any drains that
are removed or lost as a result of the works.

Chief Executive Response (Submission 3)

The overall endorsement of the scheme is acknowledged.
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Westmeath County Council will also engage directly with the interested party during the next stage of
the scheme, subject to Part 8 approval.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation
Having regard to the issues raised above, it is recommended that the development should proceed as
proposed.

Submission C120-4: Sean Barry

The submission supports the scheme and states that it will make the road safer for everyone.
Observes that currently it is not possible to access the shops along here on bicycle and not a
pleasant experience as a pedestrian. Submits that this will open the shops and town centre to
students in TUS who at the moment are blocked off from the town. The writer suggests

improvements as follows:
e The toucan crossing should be upgraded to full zebra crossing otherwise it will not be possible

at busy times to walk across the road.

e The 2-way cycle lane should be made wider if possible.

e Remove the shared spaces at crossing this just causes conflict and acts as a barrier to people
walking and cycling.

e Upgrade to full Dutch style roundabouts.

e Connect into the greenway being developed by BnaM in the Derries.

Chief Executive Response (Submission 4)

The overall endorsement of the scheme is acknowledged.

It should be noted that the proposed crossings provide for a mixture of raised signalised and zebra
crossings throughout the scheme. Toucan crossings are signalised with push buttons to stop traffic
thus enabling pedestrians and cyclists to cross.

The proposed cycle track width has been maximised throughout the proposed scheme given the
constraints available, whilst also being conscious of minimising the proposed land take and facilitating
the movement of vehicular traffic including public transport.

Various junction types, as per those recommended under the NTA's Cycle Design Manual, were
considered at each location. A "Dutch style roundabout" would require additional land acquisition
which is not possible at the location and in turn may impact negatively on traffic flow.

Connection to the greenway referenced will be considered in the subsequent design/construction
stages.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation
Having regard to the issues raised above, it is recommended that the development should proceed as
proposed.

Submission C120-5: Philip O'Farrell
The submission objects to the proposed development involving the construction of a cycle lane and a
sheltered bus stop outside P.T. O’Farrell & Co., Castlemaine Street, Athlone. While acknowledging the
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importance of promoting sustainable transport, the submitter raises concerns that the proposed siting
will adversely impact their business and neighbouring enterprises.

Key issues highlighted include:

e Significant restrictions on safe vehicular access due to potential conflicts between buses,
cyclists, and vehicles accessing the premises.

e Impeded client access, potentially discouraging visitors and disrupting daily operations.

e Loss of on-street parking, which may exacerbate local congestion.

e The suggestion that alternative nearby locations could better accommodate a bus shelter
without causing such impacts.

e Minor realignments of the cycle lane could meet safety goals while preserving access.

e The reduction in parking spaces may negatively affect businesses on Dublin Road, potentially
leading to increased vacancy.

Chief Executive Response (Submission 5)

The content of the submission is acknowledged.

All proposed cycle lanes and bus stops have been designed in line with current NTA guidelines
including buffer and raised pedestrian crossings from the bus stop to the pedestrian footpath. It is not
considered that the relationship between the proposal and limited existing onsite carparking will have
any impact on parking in the vicinity of the proposal having regard to the extent of alternative
provision in the wider vicinity. An independent Road Safety Audit will be carried out at the detailed
design stage to identify and address any potential safety issues, ensuring the development meets best
practice standards for road safety.

It should be noted that the proposed bus shelter is located on a concrete island between the
trafficked carriageway and the cycle track in question to the east of the premises referred to
under this submission and therefore will not impact on business in the vicinity. However, the
design, scale, and appearance of the proposed bus stop shelter will be submitted to and agreed
in writing with the planning authority prior to commencement of development to minimise
obscuring or causing conflict with adjoining commercial premises.

The reallocation of road space (including parking) is required as part of this scheme in a limited number
of places to provide adequate width for pedestrians, cyclists and other road users thus ensuring the
scheme is safe for all users. The proposal engages only with on-street parking located on the public
road under the control of Westmeath County Council at a location with significant parking provision
in the vicinity. Westmeath County Council will also liaise directly with interested parties at the
next stage of the scheme.

The proposed design is in line with current NTA design guidelines, including the use of in-line bus stops.

Bus stops have been positioned taking cognisance of forward visibility for other road users, and
visibility from junctions to ensure stopped buses do not impede visibility. It is considered that the
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proposals will reduce traffic speeds and will not impact on existing traffic flows in the area. A
further road safety audit will also be carried out at detailed design stage and any recommendations
will be implemented in full.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation

Having regard to the issues raised above, it is recommended that the development proceed
as proposed, subject to the design and appearance of the proposed bus stop shelters being agreed
with the planning authority prior to commencement and a Road Safety Audit being completed as
part of the detailed design stage.

Submission C120-6: Thomas Hewitt
The submission welcomes the proposed active travel and road safety improvements but objects

to the scheme as currently designed due to the restriction of parking directly serving the property.

Chief Executive Response (Submission 6)

The content of the submission is acknowledged.

The reallocation of road space (including parking) is required as part of this scheme in a limited
number of places to provide adequate width for pedestrians, cyclists and other road users thus
ensuring the scheme is safe for all users. The proposal engages only with on-street parking located
on the public road under the control of Westmeath County Council at a location with significant
parking provision in the vicinity. Westmeath County Council will also liaise directly with affected
parties at the next stage of the scheme.

Matters relating to landownership will be comprehensively addressed at the next stage of the
scheme.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation
Having regard to the issues raised above, it is recommended that the development should proceed as
proposed.

Submission C120-7: TUS Midlands

TUS fully supports the proposed scheme and commends Westmeath County Council and the project
team for their work. The scheme prioritises cyclist and pedestrian safety through segregated
lanes, safe pathways, and improved crossings, encouraging sustainable travel and enhancing
wellbeing.

It aligns with TUS’s Mobility Management Plan and sustainability goals by reducing car
dependency, promoting healthier travel, and easing local traffic congestion.

TUS particularly welcomes new cycle lanes and pathway upgrades along the southern campus
boundaries, concrete kerb separations, raised table ramps, and dedicated crossings at key

junctions to improve safety and accessibility.

The scheme supports the Campus Masterplan’s vision for a more open and integrated campus edge
along Dublin Road.
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TUS looks forward to ongoing collaboration with the Council to ensure seamless integration between
the Active Travel network and future campus developments.

Chief Executive Response (Submission 7)

This positive endorsement of the proposed Active Travel scheme by the University is welcomed.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation
Having regard to the issues raised above, it is recommended that the development should proceed as
proposed.

Submission C120-8: Irish Cycling Campaign

The Irish Cycling Campaign (ICC) broadly welcomes the proposed active travel scheme for Old Dublin
Road, Athlone, recognising its importance given the busy nature of the route serving businesses,
housing, student, and IDA campuses.

They note some difficulty interpreting details due to colour choices in the drawings but support the
proposed single cycle tracks at the western end, mostly meeting the 2m minimum width
recommended by the Cycle Design Manual. While the reduced-width two-way cycle facility falls below
recommended standards, ICC accepts this due to site constraints and suggests future monitoring.

The use of Toucan crossings at key points is praised for improving safety. The general provision of
1.8m footpaths is welcomed, though ICC notes a 300m loss of footpath on the south side near the

railway bridge, mitigated by new crossing facilities.

Junction improvements, including roundabout modifications and side-road designs aligned with the
Cycle Design Manual, are supported for enhancing pedestrian and cyclist safety.

ICC highlights the absence of designated bike parking despite the route’s high cycling potential and
encourages its inclusion.

They support the limited land acquisitions proposed and note the standard 50kph speed limit
recommendation, suggesting instead a 30kph limit aligns better with government policy.

At Ankers Bower Roundabout, ICC suggests a signalised intersection due to the end of the two-way
cycle track there.

Finally, ICC welcomes the removal of on-street parking near Ankers Bower roundabout to improve
active travel facilities, noting ample off-street parking is available nearby.

Chief Executive Response (Submission 8)

Positive endorsement of the proposed Active Travel scheme is welcomed.

It should be noted that speed limit revisions are considered in the context of any Speed Limit Review
for the town. Further, it is considered that the provision of bike parking is considered to be outside
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the scope of this proposal; however such provision may be considered in the future under a separate
programme.

The proposed drawings use a standardised colour pallet having regard to NTA standards. This colour
pallet is required to be utilised on all active travel schemes.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation
Having regard to the issues raised above, it is recommended that the development should proceed as
proposed.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation following Consideration of Submissions Received:

It is recommended that the development should proceed as proposed, subject to the following
requirements:

1. Detailed Design

a) The design, scale, and appearance of the proposed bus stop shelter shall be submitted to
and agreed in writing with the planning authority prior to commencement of
development in order to minimise obscuring or causing conflict with adjoining premises.

b) An independent Road Safety Audit shall be carried out at the detailed design stage to
identify and address any potential safety issues, ensuring that the development complies
with best practice standards for road safety.

Section 4

4.0 Conclusion

It is considered that the development works proposed will provide for an improvement of traffic,
pedestrian, and cyclist safety in an urban location. The proposal will provide enhanced active travel
measures which are considered necessary to bring about behavioural changes and more sustainable
transport use. In this regard it is considered that the provision of this cycle and pedestrian
infrastructure, serving existing residential areas, businesses, nearby schools, colleges and the town
centre, will enhance the area and contribute to more attractive neighbourhoods by creating
opportunities to be physically active and reducing the dependency on car-based commuting.

Having regard to the plans and particulars submitted as part of this Part 8 application and the content
of submissions received, subject to the recommendations set out above, it is considered that the
proposed development:

o would not impact negatively on natural heritage.
e would not seriously injure the amenities of the area or of property in the vicinity.
e would be acceptable in terms of traffic safety and convenience.

Accordingly, having considered the above, together with submissions received in association with the
development proposal, it is considered that the development is consistent with national, regional and
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local policies and as such is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of

the area.

4.1 Chief Executive Recommendation

Itis considered that the proposed development is consistent with the provisions of Westmeath County

Development Plan 2021-2027 and Athlone Town Plan and accords with the proper planning and

sustainable development of the area.

Accordingly, it is recommended that the development proceeds in accordance with the scheme

documentation, except as may otherwise be necessary in order to comply with the following

requirements:

1. Environment

a)

b)

Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall submit, for the written
agreement of the Planning Authority, a Construction & Environmental Management Plan
(CEMP) for the construction phase. This shall provide the environmental framework to be
adhered to during the pre-commencement, construction and operational phases of the
proposed development and it shall incorporate the mitigating principles to ensure that
the work is carried out in a way that minimizes the potential for any environmental
impacts to occur. It shall contain at minimum; introduction, site and project details
including working hours, surface/ground water protection, dust control, noise and
vibration, construction phase waste management, vermin control, roles and
responsibilities, emergency response, mitigation proposals, compliance, and review (not
exhaustive). The CEMP shall be in accordance with “Best Practice Guidelines on the
Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction and Demolition Waste
Projects” which were published by the Department of Communications, Climate Action,
and Environment in 2006. The CEMP should identify locations for the proposed site
construction facilities and traffic management. All development shall be carried out in
accordance with the agreed details.

Prior to the commencement of development, the developer shall submit, for the written
agreement of the Planning Authority, an updated Construction and Demolition Resource
Waste Management Plan (RWMP) as set out in the Best Practice Guidelines for the
Preparation of Resource and Waste Management Plans for C&D Projects (2021) including
demonstration of proposals to adhere to best practice and protocols. The RWMP shall
include specific proposals as to how the RWMP will be measured and monitored for
effectiveness; these details shall be placed on the file and retained as part of the public
record. All records (including for waste and all resources) pursuant to the agreed RWMP
shall be made available for inspection at the site office at all times. All development shall
be carried out in accordance with agreed details.

Prior to the commencement of developer, the nominated contractor shall submit a Flood
Emergency Plan for the written agreement of the planning authority. This plan shall detail
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measures to mitigate any potential flooding from the River Shannon during the
construction phase.

2. Commission for Railway Regulation

The developer shall consult with larnréd Eireann during the detailed design stage in relation
to road-rail interfaces on all access routes affected by construction traffic and post-
completion activities. Such consultation shall ensure that the proposed works do not
compromise the safe operation of the railway and that risks of railway trespass are not
increased either during construction or upon completion of the development.

3. Detailed Design

a) The design, scale, and appearance of the proposed bus stop shelter shall be submitted to
and agreed in writing with the planning authority prior to commencement of
development to avoid obscuring or causing conflict with adjoining premises.

b) An independent Road Safety Audit shall be carried out at the detailed design stage to
identify and address any potential safety issues, ensuring that the development complies
with best practice standards for road safety.

) / (?/\)
/a2l
N Ul
‘/\ 24 October 2025

Chief Executive Date
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