Administrative Officer,

Planning Department,

Westmeath County Council,

Aras an Chontae,

Mount Street, 3D i,

Mullingar
22" June 2020

Draft Westmeath County Development Plan 2021-2027

Dear Sir /Madam,

We refer to the current Draft Westmeath County Development Plan 2021-2027
currently on public display, both online and at WCC offices, and note that this
proposed plan has acknowledged the importance of designated settlement areas
within community boundaries that allows controlled development to enhance the
growth of rural settlements. Loughnavalley was listed under previous Development
Plans as an “Unserviced Settlement Area” and this designation has now been
replaced by “Development Nodes” under the Draft Plan. '
Lounghnavalley Community Development Association had made a submission in
April 2018 regarding the Proposed County Development Plan and noted the
importance of maintaining such a settlement designation to the growth and future
of a small rural settlement, like Loungnavalley. On behalf of Loughnavalley residents
and Patrons we are pleased to see such a designation within the new Draft
Development Plan.

Upon review of the new plan we note that the development limits have been
retained for most part except for the limit/boundary on the western side of the
village along the R390 in the Togherstown townland. The development boundaries
have been significantly reduced here with the proposed boundary/limit of the
Loughnavalley Development Node shown closer to the centre of the village.

We believe that in order for the Loughnavalley rural settlement to survive and
perpetuate and support the currently available local services the extended boundary
(as pre-existed since 2002) is important to maintain and as maximising the
opportunity to sustain the rural settlement node designation.

Opportunities are limited for local families and the general community to sustain the
‘walkable’ community services such as school, Gaelic grounds and church facilities if
they are not provided with adequate supporting lands to enable new rural housing
clusters.

Considering the above we formally request that the proposed Loughnavalley Rural
Nodes Boundary to the Western side of the village be extended to be in line with the
Unserviced Settlement Limits of the 2002-2008 Westmeath County Development
Plan.




In addition to this request we again note our other proposals made in April 2018
with regard to the then Proposed and now Draft County Plan as these have not been
directly addresses in the current format of the Draft Development Plan 2021-2027.
We again request that Loughnavalley obtain enharced status to allow for provision
of services that will be of benefit to Uisneach, the tourist economy, rural
employment prospects and the village to include the following:

1. A modest sewerage treatment plant to service future growth to include
possible park and ride facilities, car parking, restaurant facilities, craft
opportunities, bicycie hospitality facilities, modest residential growth.

2. that public water supply be brought to the village to accommodate the above
services and to allow for future expansion of services.

3. That provision of a Greenway link from Loughnavalley to the Dublin Galway
Greenway is forged and facilitated as to support the Community’s currently
promoted Greenway link from the Village to Uisneach

4. That a flexible and suitable planning status be provided to enable successful -
applications for development of facilities such as restaurant, craft facilities
and general hospitality for tourist and locals.

It is presented that Loughnavalley requires an enhanced status within the
development plan to facilitate the growth of an existing community linked to the
special tourism status of Uisneach within Ireland’s Ancient East and as to facilitate
and provide for emerging growth in tourism, related employment and population
and where modest necessary supporting water services are required to support the
existing community services currently available.

Yours faithfully,

o |

Loughnavalley Community Development Association

C/O Mr Fergus O’Brien
Togherstown
Loughnavalley

Co. Westmeath




